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KITTITAS RECLAMATION DISTRICT
Urban Eberhart, Secretary Manager



Winter Conservation Projects 

January/February 2023

“…. in order to get through the summer, we 
need snowpack and water in the reservoirs. 
The reservoir capacity is at 48% right now. 
The system storage, as of (Tuesday) is at 

84% of average.” 

(Feb. 16, 2023, Urban Eberhart in the Ellensburg Daily Record. 



Winter Conservation Projects 

March/April - 2023



Irrigation Deliveries 
Began – April 2023

• In the April 1 forecast, the Bureau 
adopted a forecast of 82% for the 
proratable irrigators.

• 5 reservoir capacity at 52%
• January 2023 was dry.
• Precipitation in February and some in 

March 2023. 
• California was getting all of the storms. 
• KRD allotment set at 2.0 cfs per acre.



Significant Snow Melt 
Uncaptured water - May 2023

• After a cold spring we saw the first 
significant snowmelt coming out of 

the Naneum basin causing the creek 
to run high, move out of its channel, 
and uncontrollably flow into the KRD 

canal system. 
• The KRD infrastructure was inundated 

with uncontrolled flood water that was 
safely deposited into the Wipple 

Wasteway, resulting in less floodwater 
causing damage North of Ellensburg. 
• While taking on the water that was 
flashing uncontrollably into it, the KRD 

canal sustained damage to the 
upgradient bank that needed 

emergency repairs. 



June 1, 2023 – Storage 
Control and Proration 
Started. 

WATER SUPPLY UPDATE: 
June 6, 2023
• US Bureau of Reclamation 

reported that Yakima 
Project, Prorationing of the 
KRD water supply is 
estimated to be at 77% of 
entitlement.

• Low Rainfall since October 
1, 2022.

• Warm May 2023. 
• Snow runoff usually split 

between May and June, 
May took most. 

• Lost a lot of water in a short 
amount of time. 



WATER SUPPLY UPDATE: June 15, 
2023

• Prorationing of the KRD water 
supply has declined to 73%.

• Thanks to recently constructed 
water conservation projects and 
the careful management of 
supply, the KRD landowner 
allotment for the 2023 year 
remains at 2 Cubic Feet Per 
Second (or 4 Acre Feet) per 
assessed acre. This is the same 
amount that was set in April of 
2023.

• KRD will continue to attempt to 
operate at 1 California miner’s inch 
per acre from now until mid-
August. 



July 6, 2023 TWSA Update
• The runoff forecast has declined and indicates 

a reduced proration rate of 72%. 
• Continue to attempt to operate at 1 California 

miner’s inch per acre from now until early to 
mid-August. 

• From there to the end of September, KRD 
plans to operate at significantly reduced flows. 

• Based on the information from today, KRD 
does not anticipate any October 2023 water 
deliveries. 

July 11, 2023 – KRD DECLARES DROUGHT 
EMERGENCY
• Reduced the KRD assessed land water 

allotment from 2.0 cubic feet per second (cfs) 
per acre to 1.75 cfs per acre. 

• KRD plans to continue to attempt to deliver 
water at 1 California miners’ inch per acre, until 
August Board meeting.



WATER SUPPLY UPDATE, AUGUST 
17, 2023
• The current KRD landowner 

allotment for the 2023 year 
remains at 1.75 Cubic Feet Per 
Second (or 3.5 acre-feet) per 
assessed acre. 

• The KRD is now delivering at ¾ of 
a California miner’s inch per acre. 

• In September, we anticipate a 
further reduction to ½ of a 
California miner’s inch per acre to 
help meet our goal of a water shut 
off date of September 30, 2023. 



WATER SUPPLY UPDATE, AUGUST 23, 2023 
• The current KRD landowner allotment for the 

2023 year remains at 1.75 Cubic Feet Per 
Second (or 3.5 acre-feet) per assessed acre. 

• KRD is now delivering at ½ of a California 
miner’s inch per acre.

• KRD anticipates further reductions in 
September. 



WATER SUPPLY UPDATE: 
 September 1, 2023

• US Bureau of Reclamation -  
Yakima Project, Prorationing of 
the KRD water supply is 
estimated to be at 73% of 
entitlement.



WATER SUPPLY UPDATE: OCTOBER 3, 2023 
• Preliminary October estimate of 36% of 

our October entitlement. 
• Ultimately ended up with 54% of October 

water.
• Tributary Supplementation is continuing 

past irrigation shut off date, October 15, 
2023.



KRD’s Tributary Supplementation/ Water Conservation



Manastash Creek at Serenity Lane, 2011 Manastash Creek at Serenity Lane, 2023

KRD’s Tributary Supplementation/ Water Conservation



YAKIMA PROJECT 
HYDROMET 

SYSTEM STATUS 
REPORT

OCTOBER 31, 2023



THANK YOU!
QUESTIONS?
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