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November 2, 2023
Water Year 2023 Highlights

● Water year 2023 started with low runoff and soil moisture

● When precipitation started it was cold and fell as snow

● Winter runoff remained low as snowpacks built

● May was warm with record snowmelt rates

● Water supply forecasts issued in May were high biased

● Apr - Sep runoff volumes were near to above normal in OR and below normal in WA
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Water Year Precipitation and Runoff

Update

Oct - Sep Oct - Sep    Apr - Sep
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2023 Snowpack

Snow data from Natural Resources Conservation Service, BC Hydro, and Alberta Environment and Parks.

Apr 5, 2023 SWE 
% of Average

Record Melt 
Rates in May
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2023 April - September Volume Forecasts and Observed

Apr 5 Forecasts May 3 Forecasts Jun 1 Forecasts Observed

● Washington forecasts issued in April and May were high biased

● Southeast Oregon forecasts were low biased prior to May



6

NWRFC

November 2, 2023
2023 April - September Volume Forecasts and Observed

Apr 5 Forecasts May 3 Forecasts Jun 1 Forecasts Observed

● Washington forecasts issued in April and May were high biased

● Southeast Oregon forecasts were low biased prior to May



7

NWRFC

November 2, 2023
2023 April - September Volume Forecasts and Observed

Apr 5 Forecasts May 3 Forecasts Jun 1 Forecasts Observed

● Washington forecasts issued in April and May were high biased

● Southeast Oregon forecasts were low biased prior to May



8

NWRFC

November 2, 2023
Washington Volume Forecast Examples

79 % of 
normal

87 % of 
normal
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Washington Volume Forecast Examples

88 % of 
normal

66 % of 
normal
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Oregon Volume Forecast Examples

104 % of 
normal

99 % of 
normal
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Oregon Volume Forecast Examples

99 % of 
normal

172 % of 
normal
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Questions?

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

4 1 7 4 2 TBD

All presentations held at 10:00 am Pacific Time unless noted otherwise

Monthly Water Supply Briefings First Thursday of Each Month
nwrfc.noaa.gov/water_supply/ws_schd.cgi


