
Goodbye and Hello
Josiah Mault, who joined OWSC as a student assistant in 2005 
while still an undergraduate and then became full-time assistant 
state climatologist in 2006, has left to move to Boston to be with 
his fiancée.  He now works with DNV Global Energy Con-
cepts, providing meteorological data and analysis for the wind 
energy industry.  We thank him for his years of service and for 
the phenomenal range and depth of web-based tools and prod-
ucts he has developed.  And we wish him well in his new job.

We are pleased also to introduce Josiah’s 
successor, Karin Bumbaco.  Karin recently 
completed an MS in Atmospheric Science at Ohio State University.  Her 
thesis project compared hydrometeorological variables from automated 
weather stations in the Peruvian Andes, where she spent time doing 
fieldwork, with NCEP/NCAR reanalysis.  Before that she earned a BS in 
meteorology from The Pennsylvania State University, where she was a 
member of the Penn State Campus Weather Service all four years and 
also worked in the Pennsylvania State Climatology Office, experience 
that certainly gave her a leg up in the competition to succeed Josiah.  In 
addition to maintaining the web tools that Josiah developed, she will 
work on several research projects that OWSC has begun.  Karin starts 
November 17.  Welcome Karin!

CoCoRaHS update
We now have 384 volunteers signed up to observe precipitation through the 
CoCoRaHS program.  A feature article in the Wenatchee World newspa-
per led to over 30 new observers in the Wenatchee area, where previously 
there were none (see the map on the next page).  This fall we will contact 
media outlets in other cities and towns with no CoCoRaHS observers to try 
to fill in the state a little better.  If you are an observer already, thank you!  If not, and you’re 
interested in taking daily weather readings, consider joining - see cocorahs.org.  
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HyMPS 
The UW Hydrologic 
Monitoring and 
Prediction System for 
Washington has been 
transferred over to the 
OWSC site and will 
provide analysis of 
soil moisture, 
mountain snowpack, 
and runoff (see map 
at right). This will 
assist in monitoring 
drought throughout 
the state.
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Snow depth plotting
With help from a high school student who worked with Josiah last summer, we now have a 
snow depth plotting tool. http://climate.washington.edu/snowdepth/ using data from the 
Northwest Weather and Avalanche Center.  It provides ways to compare sites, seasons, ef-
fects of ENSO, and much more.  See the example below.

Climate Summaries
August began warm and dry but a wet spell late in the month produced rainfall totals in 
western Washington that were more than twice the long-term average in some places (see also 
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the CoCoRaHS map on page 2, where you can see one-day totals of an inch or more in parts 
of King and Snohomish Counties on August 25).  September, though, was quite dry 
throughout the state, with most areas receiving less than 50% of the rainfall of an average 
September.  Yakima only recorded one day of rainfall, on the 20th, which at 0.19” came to a 
little less than half the average for September, and on the same day Pasco recorded only 0.09” 
for the month, about 25% of average.

Cloudiness climatology
At each of the airports shown at right, 
we have now tabulated the average 
cloudiness by month.  Guess the cloudi-
est place and month... not Quillayute in 
November, Toledo in December 
(average 24.7 days cloudy)! Sunniest?  
Omak, in August, with over 28 clear 
days on average. Learn more at 
http://climate.washington.edu/cloudcover 

Outlook
The seasonal climate forecast by the NOAA Climate Prediction Center is for a greater than 
33% chance of above normal October-November-December temperatures in eastern 
Washington; and an equal chance of below, equal to, or above normal temperatures for 
western Washington. The precipitation outlook for the same period is for an equal chance of 
below, equal to, or above normal precipitation, but the precipitation forecast has no useful 
skill in ENSO neutral years like this one. 

  OWSC Newsletter     October 14, 2008      Page 4 of 4

  Volume II Issue 7                http://climate.washington.edu

http://climate.washington.edu/cloudcover
http://climate.washington.edu/cloudcover

