
New at OWSC
Welcome Gray Grove!
Gray Grove, Associate State Climatologist, is the director 
of Washington Agriculture Weather Network 
(AgWeatherNet) in Prosser, in Yakima Valley. He is also a 
professor of plant pathology and Extension Plant 
Pathologist at Washington State University. His research 
interests include epidemiology and management of fungal 
diseases of stone fruits, grapes, hops, ornamentals, and 
raspberries.

Legislative Action
OWSC was on its way to be officially recognized by the 
state. The bill, SB6001, was introduced to the State 
Senate in January and in early March and passed the 
Senate by a comfortable margin. However, despite Senate  
and the House Committee approval, several sections of 
the bill, including section 17 which establishes the state 
climate office, was eliminated by the State House.

However, the Senate and House approved the state’s biennial budget for 2007-09, for 
which the governor for the first time included in the biennial budget sufficient funds to 
permit OWSC to continue operations at its current level.

Scoping Workshop on Augmenting the State’s Hydro-Climate Network
You’re invited to attend a scoping workshop on augmenting the state’s hydro-climate 
network scheduled to take place at the NWS facility in Seattle on June 15. A task force 
has been organized to lead the workshop, for which we’re pleased to have talks by Ken 
Crawford, Oklahoma State Climatologist and director of the Oklahoma Mesonet, and 
Kelly Redmond, Western Regional Climatologist. This task force will begin the process 
of implementing NOAA's Environmental Real-time Observing Network (NERON) and 
the National Integrated Drought Information System (NIDIS) in Washington State. The 
task force will provide recommendations to the governor and other stake-holders about 
achievable priorities and the funding required. Additional details and registration will be 
available on our website in the coming weeks.
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N.W. Trend Analysis Tool
A tool was recently released on our website to 
analyze trends in Northwest temperature, 
precipitation, and snow water equivalent 
interactively with Google Maps. The tool uses the 
Google Maps interface to plot stations represented 
by circles, which are scaled and color coded based on 
trend. By clicking on a station or circle, a graph will 
popup displaying the observed data and its mean 
with the option to plot standard deviation, the state 
average, and a linear trend line.

Climate Summaries
Winter 2007
This winter (Dec. - Feb.) was the warmest on record world-wide, 1.3F above average 
since records began in 1880. However, statewide, Washington temperatures and 
precipitation were near normal this winter. The coldest and driest conditions were 
located in Eastern Washington.

February
Following the previous 3-months, February was 
relatively calm in terms of weather, but mother 
nature wouldn’t let the month pass by without at-
least a little something. Cold air during the 27-28 
produced rough driving conditions across 
Snoqualmie Pass along I-90 where a series of 
collisions involving as many as 50 cars and 
several semi-trucks blocked the roadway for 
hours. Low-land snow was also reported in 
many areas across the state; Snohomish 
county received the majority, up to 12”, while only several inches were recorded around 
the Seattle Puget Sound and Eastern Washington areas.

The statewide average temperature was 2.5 F 
warmer than the 1901-2000 average (34.7 F) 
and ranks in the 75th percentile of warmest 
February’s. Precipitation for much of the state 
was at or near normal with 4.02” statewide, 
-0.15” below average. The driest areas were 
along the east slopes of the cascades (57% 
of normal) and Olympic mountains (66% of 
normal).
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N.W. Trend Analysis Tool
http://climate.washington.edu/trendanalysis

The morning of March 1 in Kenmore taken by 
Deanna Hence, U.W. Atmospheric Sciences Dept.

February Percent of Normal Precipitation. 
Source: High Plains Regional Climate Center 
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/index.html

http://climate.washington.edu/trendanalysis
http://climate.washington.edu/trendanalysis
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/index.html
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/index.html


February Climate Summary for Various Cities
Temperature (F) Precipitation (inches)

City Average Normal Departure from Normal Total Normal % of Normal
Bellingham 42.0 41.1 +0.9 3.06 3.51 97%
Hoquiam 46.6 43.8 +2.8 8.51 8.39 101%
Lind 32.0 35.7 -3.7 0.98 0.83 115%
Mt. Rainier (Paradise) 30.3 27.7 +2.6 14.89 13.93 107%
Quillayute 42.7 42.1 +0.6 8.77 12.35 71%
Republic 33.9 28.6 +5.3 1.42 1.33 107%
Seattle 43.6 43.3 +0.3 3.38 4.18 81%
Stampede Pass 32.3 27.9 +4.4 10.77 8.71 120%
Spokane 33.9 32.6 +1.3 1.81 1.15 120%
Walla Walla 39.8 39.3 +0.5 1.55 1.90 82%
Wenatchee 35.8 34.1 +1.7 1.38 0.86 147%
Yakima 35.8 36.0 -0.2 0.85 0.80 106%

March
Tropical-like weather made its way along via 
the “pineapple express” the start of the month, 
causing minor flooding in a few areas. Mild and 
wet would continue to be the story statewide for 
the entire month for which the average 
temperature was 43.3F, 2.6 degrees warmer 
than the 1901-2000 average. Precipitation was 
above normal for the state as a whole with 4.91 
inches, 1.44 inches above normal and 18th wet-
test out of 113 years (1 being the wettest, 113 the 
driest).

Snowpack as of April 1 has not improved from the 
previous month, but still remains healthy for most of the 
state. Statewide snowpack is 98 percent of normal, 
down 22 percent from March 1. Combined with warm 
temperatures and the lack of precipitation, the lowest 
readings are found in Eastern Washington- Newman 
Lake Basin near Spokane 61% of average, Walla Walla 
River Basin 71%, east slopes of the Cascades 89%. 
Despite the below average readings, the above 
average snowpack and precipitation received earlier in 
the season has filled up reservoirs in most areas and is 
likely not going to produce any water shortages this 
summer.
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March Percent of Normal Precipitation. 
Source: High Plains Regional Climate Center 
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/index.html

Percent of Normal Mountain Snowpack 
as of April 1, 2007. Source: USDA, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov

http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/index.html
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/index.html


March Climate Summary for Various Cities
Temperature (F) Precipitation (inches)

City Average Normal Departure from Normal Total Normal % of Normal
Bellingham 45.3 44.4 +0.9 6.25 2.91 214%
Hoquiam 48.7 46.1 +2.6 9.28 7.24 128%
Lind 45.8 42.8 +3.0 0.02 1.02 2%
Mt. Rainier (Paradise) 33.9 29.4 +4.5 17.30 12.87 134%
Quillayute 44.7 43.8 +0.9 23.23 10.98 212%
Republic 41.6 36.4 +5.2 0.64 1.33 48%
Seattle 47.1 46.2 +0.9 4.42 3.75 118%
Stampede Pass 35.6 32.0 +3.6 10.34 7.38 140%
Spokane 42.7 39.5 +3.2 0.99 1.53 65%
Walla Walla 48.8 46.3 +2.5 2.88 2.19 132%
Wenatchee 44.8 43.6 +1.2 0.16 0.68 24%
Yakima 44.4 43.3 +1.1 0.12 0.70 17%

Outlook
The Climate Prediction Center's 1-month outlook (see images below) for May indicates a slightly  
increased probability for above normal temperatures and equal chance conditions for 
precipitation. Similarly, the 3-month outlook for May-June-July suggest equal chances of above, 
below or normal temperatures and precipitation for Washington. In the tropical Pacific, sea-
surface temperatures have been consistent with ENSO neutral conditions and may transition to 
La Niña conditions in the next 3 months based on the current observed atmospheric trends and 
as predicted by a few models. However, most models suggest ENSO neutral conditions will 
prevail for the remainder of the year. With the current spread of the forecasts and the typically 
low forecast skill of ENSO in the spring, there is considerable uncertainty as to whether or not 
La Niña may develop and therefore, not much emphasis should be placed on the current ENSO 
forecasts. Historically, ENSO forecasts issued in the summer and fall have been much more ac-
curate than those issued in the Spring. For other seasonal outlooks, including local temperature 
outlooks, see http://climate.washington.edu/outlook.html. 
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May Outlook
Temperature  -  Precipitation

May-June-July Outlook
Temperature  -  Precipitation

EC Means equal chances for A, N, B.
A means above, N means normal, B means below.

http://climate.washington.edu/outlook.html
http://climate.washington.edu/outlook.html

